
v.4:
• If salvation were earned by our works, then God would owe us salvation.
• God will never be indebted to us, salvation is a gift of God’s grace.

• Romans 3:24

v.5:
• Only those who relinquish all claims to goodness and acknowledge they are ungodly 

are candidates for justification.
• Luke 5:32

vv.6-8:
• Paul states plainly that God imputes righteousness apart from works. As an example, 

he quotes David’s Psalm of repentance, after his adultery with Bathseba.
• Psalm 32:1-2

v.9:
• Since justification is by faith, not works, it applies to all. Paul uses circumcision as his 

example.

History of Circumcision:
• In Genesis chapter 15, God made a covenant with Abraham, and circumcision was a 

sign of that covenant.
• It was formally enacted as a legal institute by Moses John 7:22-23.
• It was made to apply to anyone, before they could partake in the Passover Exodus 

12:48-49.
• As a rite of the church, it ceased when the New Testament times began Galatians 

6:15; Colossians 3:11.
• Circumcision has never been anything but a sign of God's covenant with the Jews, 

just as a rainbow is a sign of God's covenant.
• Circumcision doesn’t make anyone righteous anymore than a rainbow makes 

someone righteous.
• Paul makes it very clear that circumcision is inconsequential.

• 1 Corinthians 7:18

vv.10-11:
• Paul again uses Abraham as an example.
• Abraham was 86 when Ishmael was born, and 99 when he was circumcised.

• Genesis 16:16-17:10

• However, God had declared Abraham righteous before Ishmael was ever conceived. 
Before he was circumcised, he was declared righteous.

• Genesis 15:6; Genesis 16:2-4

• Righteousness does not come through any act or ritual on our part, but solely through 
faith in Christ.

• Because of this, no one has any exclusive claims to God’s saving grace.
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